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Our Sustainability - Label



Aurubis

Our biggest impact on having less impact
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We are committed to constantly delivering 
more value with less environmental footprint. 
Therefore, our understanding of sustainability 
covers the key areas of business, 
environment, and people. 

Our mission is to responsibly 
create value from raw 
materials with metals for 
an innovative world.



Aurubis

ENVIRONMENTAL
FOOTPRINT

CO2 FOOTPRINT RECYCLING

Pillars of “Tomorrow Metals” 
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RESPONSIBILITY
(SOCIAL, SOURCING, SUPPLY)

Tomorrow Metals is our Aurubis 
promise to stay best in class in 
all sustainability challenges 
of today and the future by 
using our metals.
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We are committed to 
constantly deliver 

more value with 

less environmental 
footprint.
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Our environmental footprint
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What have we achieved so far? How is this made more tangible?

96 % reduction of dust emissions in copper 

production since 2000.

88 % reduction of metal emissions to water 

since 2000.

32 % reduction of acidification for Aurubis 

cathode copper in kg SO2 eq./t Cu since 2013.

Investment of more than € 780 million group wide in 

environmental measures since 2000.

Aurubis AG has an environmental management 
system which is certified in accordance with ISO 14001 

and EMAS.

With a new, innovative exhaust system for Reducing 
Diffuse Emissions (RDE) at the Hamburg location, 

Aurubis is setting standards in environmentally friendly 
primary copper production.

A new water use concept at Aurubis Lünen will 

optimize the flow of waste water, thus unused waste 
water can be almost completely avoided in future.
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By decarbonizing 
our production, we are 

contributing to the 
1.5° goal of the 

Paris climate agreement. 
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Our approach to the carbon footprint
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>35 % reduction of our carbon footprint for 

copper cathodes since 2013. For 7 Aurubis 

products, LCAs are available – 5 are below the 

global average (ICA).

Aurubis’ 2030 GHG reduction targets 
are validated by the Science Based Targets 
Initiative (SBTi).

Our commitment: reduction of absolute 

scope 1 and 2 GHG emissions by 50 % and 
scope 3 GHG emissions by 24 % per t copper 
cathode by 2030 from a 2018 base year.

Up to 160 million kWh CO2-free industrial heat from 

the Aurubis plant in Hamburg each year – equivalent to a 

more than 20,000 t reduction in CO2 emissions.

Aurubis is testing the use of hydrogen and ammonia 
instead of natural gas on an industrial scale in 

primary and secondary copper production.

10 MW photovoltaic installation project at Aurubis 

Bulgaria saving 6,600 t CO2 per annum. 

What have we achieved so far? What supports our aspiration?

From 2023, renewable power deal for Aurubis Olen leads 

to 420,000 t CO2 reduction within 10 years and 

increases the share of renewable energy sources to 

more than 90 % of externally generated power.
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Aurubis has carried out and further decarbonize LCAs 
for seven Aurubis products
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Aurubis SHAPES                            
in kg CO2 equivalents per t of shapes

Aurubis ROD| RheinROD                            
in kg CO2 equivalents per t of wire rod 

Aurubis FOXROD   
in kg CO2 equivalents per t of oxygen-free rod 

Aurubis Copper Cathode                            
in kg CO2 equivalents per t of copper cathode 

Carbon footprint of Aurubis products in 2021/2022 (EF 3.0)

2,400

1,500

Remark: From reporting year 2023, on the environmental impacts of Aurubis products are only calculated via the Environmental Footprint impact assessment method (3.0) to align with best scientific and industry reporting practices. 
The results based on the CML method will not be used anymore, thus the reference values published in 2022 were adjusted accordingly.

Aurubis Tin   
in kg CO2 equivalents per t of tin 

Aurubis Silver
in kg CO2 equivalents per kg of silver

Aurubis Gold                                               
in kg CO2 equivalents per kg of gold 

1,620

1,495

2,300

2,360
2,230

1,140

209

199

16,200

15,400

1,400

NEW
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Aurubis products are well below the global average 
in five product segments
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6,632

1,400

Global average

(ITA 2020)

Aurubis Tin

2022

448

199

Global average

(Ecoinvent

2021)

Aurubis Silver

2022

Global average

(World Gold

Council 2019)

Aurubis Gold

2022

Carbon footprint of Aurubis products in global comparison (EF 3.0)

Copper cathodes

3,965

1,495

Global average

(ICA 2019)

Aurubis Copper

Cathode 2022

36,400

in kg CO2 equivalents per t

3,610

2,230

Global average

(ICA 2019)

Aurubis ROD I

RheinROD 2022

1  Please note that the ITA data is reported using the CML impact assessment method, which is only comparable to a imited extent

1

15,400

Wire rod
in kg CO2 equivalents per t

Tin
in kg CO2 equivalents per t

Silver
in kg CO2 equivalents per kg

Gold
in kg CO2 equivalents per kg
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We are consequently 

expanding our multimetal 
recycling efforts to make a 

significant contribution to the 

circular economy and to 

conserving natural resources.
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Our contribution to recycling
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More than 1 million t 
recycling capacity.

More than 50 closing the loop 
partnerships.

Around 44 % recycled content 
in copper cathode for the financial year 
2021/22.

Our State-of-the-Art recycling technology is 

used for copper, but also for other recoverable by-
elements such as gold, silver, nickel, tin, lead and zinc.

€ 190 million investment in the Complex Recycling 

Hamburg project (CRH) at the Hamburg site with a 
capacity to process around 30,000 more tons of recycling 
material and internal, complex smelter intermediary 
products on a larger scale. 

Making use of our huge network along the value chain 

from metal mining to OEM.

What have we achieved so far? What supports our aspiration?

Aurubis starts construction of a € 640 million 
multimetal recycling plant in Augusta, Richmond 

County, Georgia (US) with a capacity of up to 180,000 t 
p.a., scheduled to be operational starting in 2024.
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Everything we do 
focusses on a balance of

economy, 
environment, 

people.
12
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Our responsibility
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Aurubis wins the Responsible Care 
Competition of the German Chemical 

Industry Association (VCI)

CDP Score 
2022: 

A-

Aurubis Bulgaria, Hamburg and Lünen 
in 2021/2022 and now Aurubis Olen 
was awarded in September 2023 with 

‘The Copper Mark’

Ecovadis 2023: 
78/100 points 

Top 1 %

Aurubis was awarded a finalist for the           

15th German Sustainability Award

We are securing long-term company success with 

responsible business practices and stable growth.

We are showing responsibility towards employees, 

suppliers, customers, and neighbors.

We are promoting employee's health and well-

being at work following our vision of Zero incidents.

What have we achieved so far? What supports our aspiration?

We have implemented our Aurubis Code of Conduct 
and Aurubis Human Rights Commitment.

We are committing our Business Partners on the  

Aurubis Business Partner Code of Conduct.



TomorrowMetals@aurubis.com
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